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“I haven’t been this excited since I
The portable, folding, battery-powered chair that offers easy 
one-handed operation

My Zoomer is a delight to ride! It has increased my mobility 
in my apartment, my opportunities to enjoy the-out-of-doors, 
and enabled me to visit the homes of my children for longer 
periods of time. The various speeds of it match my need 
for safety, it is easy to turn, and am most pleased with the 
freedom of movement it gives me.

Sincerely, A. Macon, Williamsburg, VA

The Zoomer Chair is a personal electric vehicle and not a medical device nor wheelchair. It is not intended for medical purposes to provide mobility to persons restricted to a sitting
position. It is not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid. © 2023 Journey Health and Lifestyle.
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got my first bicycle!” Introducing ZOOME/If
Ready to get your own Zoomer? 

We’d love to talk to you.
Call now toll free and order 

one today!

855-216-8392
Please mention code 601641 when ordering.
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HAPPY HANUKKAH
‘Wassail’ 
returns 
to Tibbits 
on Friday
Don Reid
Coldwater Daily Reporter | USA TODAY NETWORK

BRANCH COUNTY - Local talent fills the stage of 
Tibbits Opera House Friday night for a revived 
Christmas “Wassail” holiday variety show from the 
Branch County Community Theater.

“I’m a Hallmark movie lover, I’m not going to lie. 
So, watching all the Hallmark Christmas movies, I 
asked why we don’t have this here,” said co-director 
Charlene Searing.

As for her co-director, Tom Wright, she said, “He’s 
a variety show lover. Between the ideas of a variety of 
show and a big old-fashioned Christmas pageant for 
the community, that’s just how the show developed.”

The event brings back the memory of Soozi Brad­
shaw, who died in 2019.

Searing said Bradshaw was actively involved with 
Branch County Community Theater, directing the 
annual “Wassail.”

“Every Christmas, she did a community show, 
where she brought in different people to sing and to 
entertain to bring in a Christmas spirit,” Searing said.

Coldwater High Balladeers perform Friday night, 
with the Funkles rock band, Sweet Adelines, and 
Branch County Community Chorus each adding to 
the Holiday music.

There will also be Christmas readings and dancing 
from Dance Factory students, and local favorite Del­
bert Walling will perform with Cate Haberl and Hai­
ley Houtz.

Quincy Elvis Bill Hefner also plans on making an 
appearance. “He’s the older Elvis now. So, I’m excited 
to see what that looks like,” Searing said.

Most of the groups perform individually around 
the community for the holidays.

Searing said, “We don’t ever get together for one 
big event. So that’s pretty much what this is. It’s tak­
ing all their favorite songs and mash them all together 
with a little bit of humor.”

Dueling MCs Don Hicks and Tim Kingsbury try to 
steal the spotlight.

There are even opportunities for the audience to 
join in.

Walling and Haberl will perform in the downstairs 
Ghost Light Bar an hour before the 7 p.m. show.

Tickets are $12, box office fees included. They are 
available at the Tibbits box office and website or at 
the door.

— Contact Don Reid: dReid@Gannett.com.

Contaminated soil 
removed from October BP 

gas pipeline break site
Don Reid
Coldwater Daily Reporter | USA TODAY NETWORK

GIRARD TWR — Containers of contaminated soil 
have been removed following the BP petroleum pipe­
line break site on Bell Road Oct. 17.

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 
and Energy spokesperson Jill Greenberg said, “BP con­
tractors removedthe bulk ofimpacted soil andinstalled 
a set of temporary groundwater monitoring wells.”

In the last six weeks, contractors using backhoes re­
moved soil from around the line break, which spilled 
8,400 gallons of gasoline. Over two dozen covered 
dumpsters that filled a wooden pad were trucked to a li­

censed Ohio burn facility to clean the soil.
Greenberg said, “While soil and groundwater sam­

ples were collected, final confirmation soil samples 
and groundwater samples have not yet been received 
by EGLE. These samples will likely guide the long­
term direction and continued work at the site.”

Most of the contractors have left the 70-acre farm. 
A 30-by-50-foot area opened for repair is now 

closed, surrounded by an orange snow fence.
The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Ad­

ministration is investigating the break. The ruptured 
section of the 80-year-old 10-inch metal line was sent

See CONTAMINATED SOIL, Page 3A

Nonprofit names EV battery plant 
‘worst economic development deal’
Greyson Steele

Battle Creek Enquirer | USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN

The $1.75 billion in planned subsidies for Ford Mo­
tor Company’s electric vehicle battery plant in Mar­
shall has been dubbed the “Worst Economic Devel­
opment Deal of the Year” for 2023 by the Center for 
Economic Accountability.

The award recognizes a government subsidy of a 
private company in the name of “job creation” and 
economic growth that goes further than any other that 
year to “massive wastefulness and ineffectiveness,” 
the nonprofit said in its announcement.

Michigan’s subsidy of the the Ford plant won the 
award, according to Center for Economic Account­
ability, due to its $700,000 per-job price tag, use of 
unrealistic “job multipliers” and an uncertain future 
for labor negotiations, consumer preferences, federal 
policy and technological advancements.

Ford and local economic development officials, 
meanwhile, say such an assessment is premature.

“Michigan’s elected officials used numbers pulled

out of thin air to commit taxpayers to a 15-year pay­
ment plan for a project that held up for just nine 
months before economic headwinds, regulatory un­
certainty and industry trends intervened with a 
dose of reality,” CEA president John Mozena said in 
a statement.

Ford in February announced its plans to invest 
$3.5 billion to make the EV battery plant — known 
as BlueOval Battery Park Michigan — a reality in 
Marshall, an investment that it said would create 
2,500 jobs when production of lithium iron phos­
phate batteries begins at the plant in 2026.

The automaker has since reduced its commit­
ment to the Marshall-area EV battery facility by 800 
jobs and more than $1 billion, moves that company 
officials said will reduce the plant’s production ca­
pacity by roughly 40%. State officials have indicat­
ed incentives for the project will likewise we revised 
in accordance with the new investment parameters.

“The government incentives have not been re-

See MARSHALL, Page 2A
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Roll off containers of contaminated soil stockpiled at the BP gas line break on Bell Road November 10.
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